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ACT |

Scene 1

(A "MAN' crosses the bare stage. As he does, we
hear TWO WHI STLES from of f-stage. Al nost
instantly, a "POLI CEMAN' makes his entrance on a
no- ped, or, okay, on a bicycle.)

POLI CEMAN
Sir, will you please stop when | whistle?
MAN:
Who, ne?
POLI CEMAN
Yes, you, sir. Thank you, sir.
MAN:
Why? What did | do?
POLI CEMAN
You know what you just did.
MAN:
What? | just crossed the street!
POLI CEMAN
Exactly. Do you see an intersection with signals for
pedestrians? Do you see a crosswal k here, sir?
MAN:
| just -- all | did was cross the street, officer!?
POLI CEMAN:
Fine. Then that’'ll be a court date and probably a fine
fromthe judge of up to naybe a few hundred dol | ars.
MAN:
Oh, Jesus! You' ve gotta be kidding, officer!
POLI CEMAN
You have just "jay-wal ked," sir. My | see you ID
pl ease?
MAN:
Look, officer: I’mnew here in California. |’mfrom
Chi cago.
PCLI CEVAN

Your 1D, sir, please.
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MAN:
Oficer, | didn't know
POLI CEMAN
And now, for resisting an officer’s request, |’ m going
to have to ask you once again to please give ne your
Drivers Licence, sir.
MAN:
O ficer, please. Please, please, please, please! |
just noved to Hollywood. |’ m broke and we don’t have
t hose | aws i n Chicago!
POLI CEMAN
Your ID, sir, or I’"mplacing you under arrest.
MAN:
Here. Here. Here’'s ny ID. Here. See? From
out-of-State. Fromlllinois. See, officer?
POLI CEMAN:
| can see it, sir. | can also read it. And this is
your Ral ph’s Supermarket card, sir.
MAN:
Sorry. Sorry. Here. See? Illinois. See, officer?
POLI CEMAN
| told you | can read, sir. | also told you I can see,
and this doesn’t |ook |like you, sir.
MAN:
| know.
POLI CEMAN:
You're blond in this picture, sir.
MAN:
My hair is darker now, officer, yes.
POLI CEMAN
s this really you, sir?
MAN:
If - yes- if you would pl ease | ook at the face, you
will see - perhaps - that it is ny face, officer.
POLI CEMAN
Are you aware that a fake IDis a major crimna
of f ense?
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MAN:
It isnt!

POLI CEMAN
Yes, it is. As in "jail," sir.

MAN:
No, | nean, it isn't a fake ID It's real! Look: |I’'m
an actor. | went dark with ny hair because ny agent
told me that | | ooked better with darker hair. | nean
- dark hair | ooks better on nme, officer.

POLI CEMAN
| think blond suits you better, sir.

MAN:
| - Thank you, officer. | will consider that in the
future. Now, could you please give ne a break, sir,
and I wll never do it again? | swear.

POLI CEMAN:
No.

MAN:
Oficer. Please. |I'mfromChicago. | didn't
know. How is one supposed to know?

POLI CEMAN
That’s the | aw here, sir.

MAN:
Yes, but it’s not fair. Everywhere else in the US.,
people - well, they just wal k across the street
whenever they want.

POLI CEMAN
That is not the case here, sir.

MAN:
Why not ?

POLI CEMAN
Too many cars in Los Angeles, sir. People would get
hit too often. The Laws are for your own protection,
sir. You have to show up in court nowadays. The judge
will inpose whatever fine he feels you deserve. You
may try to contest it. That’'s the court date right
there. dear?

MAN

Clear. Clear. Very clear. But please,
officer. Can't you just let nme go this tinme and I
promse | will never never ever do it again, |

( MORE)
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MAN: (cont’d)

prom se?! (out of breath:) I|I'mnewin town and |’ m so
broke in this city, | amtenping for three different
conpani es.
PCLI CEVAN
Maybe you should nove to another city, sir.
MAN:
Maybe, yes. But hopefully not because of a parking
ticket.
PCLI CEVAN
Jay-wal ki ng.
MAN:
Jay-wal king ticket, excuse ne. Oficer? Please?
POLI CEMAN
Have you | earned anything today, sir?
MAN:
That the traffic |laws can get you here even if you're
j ust wal ki ng.
POLI CEMAN
What el se?
MAN:
And I will never cross the street in Los Angel es
again. Wth these long blocks, I'"'mgoing to have to
get a cab to do it.
PCLI CEMAN:
Unl ess you're at an intersection.
MAN:
Unless |"mat an intersection.
PCLI CEVAN
O at a crosswal k
MAN:
O at a crosswal k.
POLI CEMAN
In a business area, that is.
MAN

Oh, okay. Still [Iearning.
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PCLI CEVAN
That ' s okay.
MAN:
(def eat ed)
| came here to act. I'mstill learning this big city.
PCLI CEVAN
What nmay | have seen you in?
MAN:
Theater. Al theater. 1In Chicago. | only just cane
here to get an agent. And as | said, I'm-
POLI CEMAN
Br oke.
MAN:
Yes.
POLI CEMAN
Just do a showcase and invite sone agents and casting
directors.
MAN:
Yes, | know, but -- (then:) Howin the world do you
know t hat ??
PCLI CEVAN
Because that’'s what | did.
MAN:
Oh, Jesus. You're an actor too?
PCLI CEVAN
Yes. And | have an agent.
MAN:
You DO?? And are you doing well ??...
POLI CEMAN
| had three lines in a TV pilot that was not picked up
by the networKk.
MAN:
Yeah? What did you play?
POLI CEMAN
A cop.
MAN:

(beat)
| could see you as one, yes.
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POLI CEMAN
| was good, too.
MAN:
|”msure, I'’msure. You re good enough as a real cop
that gives one a ticket.
POLI CEMAN
It was supposed to be a recurring role but the pil ot
didn’t go anywhere.
MAN:
Oh.  Wiy? Were did it go?
POLI CEMAN
The network hated it. The show now takes place in
space.
MAN:
That could do it, yes.
POLI CEMAN
You don’t have an agent, then, huh?
MAN:
No. Well, I'"'mworking onit. | nean, |I HAVE an agent,
but they suck.
POLI CEMAN
M ne are good. | work a |ot.
MAN:
(beat)
I n acting?
POLI CEMAN
You still wanna get this ticket?
MAN:
No, no! | nmean - not if - not if | don’'t HAVE to,
officer. And | do promse | will NEVER cross the
street ever again.
POLI CEMAN
Wy not? Just don’t jay-wal k.
MAN:
| nmean: jay-walk. | wll never jay-wal k. Ever. Even
i n Chi cago.
POLI CEMAN

You can jay-walk in Chicago all you want. Just don’t
do it here.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

MAN:
| won't. It’s just - | was so excited about the new
"Backstage" issue. | just bought it and | was rushing
home to read it to see if there are any auditions up ny
all ey com ng up
POLI CEMAN
What’' s this week’s issue about?
MAN:
Agents. See? Look.
POLI CEMAN
Real | y?
MAN:
Yeah. See? The top twenty agencies. Here. And the
so-so agents. And here, see? Look: the bottomten
agencies. So, needless to say, I'mnot going to
approach any of those.
POLI CEMAN
(1 ooki ng into magazi ne:)
Those are ny agents!
MAN:
Whi ch ones?
POLI CEMAN
There: in the 'Bottom Ten’ List.
MAN:
O course, | didn't wite this; | just bought it.
POLI CEMAN
And they put ny agents at the bottomof the |ist!
MAN:
Well, you know. These lists are highly subjective.
POLI CEMAN
Wiy did they do that?
MAN:
|’msure it wasn’t personal
POLI CEMAN
And you just bought this?
MAN

But when | did, I had not yet |ooked inside, | swear!
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POLI CEMAN
No, no! They DESERVE to be at the bottom They're
TERRI BLE
MAN:
Oh. Are they?
PCLI CEVAN
That’s why | have to be a cop! More often than NOT!
MAN:
|’ m sure you' re a very good one.
PCLI CEVAN
Good actor or good cop?
MAN:
Cop. (Then:) And an ACTOR too, of coursel!
POLI CEMAN
|’ ma great actor!
MAN:
And a great cop too, |’ m sure!
POLI CEMAN
|’ma great cop too. Nobody gets by ne with their
crap. And if they try, they get it! 1’mnot a very
fl exi bl e person.
MAN:
Vell, yes, | can see -- (then:) You know, |’m sure they
don't nean it.
PCLI CEMAN:
And now YOU nove here. Like one needs nore
conpetition!
MAN:
l|’mjust -- you know -- trying it out. Here in
California. Who knows for how long. Maybe I'll go to
New Yor k next.
POLI CEMAN
What made you decide here, instead of New York?
MAN:
Ch, | thought of New York. Art flourishes
there. Then, instead of the Art, | thought of the
noney, and so, | cane here..
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POLI CEMAN
Yeah?

MAN:
My Chicago agents said don’'t do it, you’ re not ready
for L.A yet. But | took a chance. After New York, |
probably woul d have cone here anyway.

POLI CEMAN
So you just took a shortcut?
MAN:
Yeah. Sort of.
POLI CEMAN
Like a jay-wal k. So to speak.
MAN
If you like. Yes... Once in a while one has to. It's
not hi ng personal .
POLI CEMAN
| had to take another job besides acting. It was ny
shortcut. Oherwise, it was unenploynment for
me. Acting was not working out often enough.
MAN:
And what job was that?
POLI CEMAN
This one. LAPD.
MAN:
Oh. Yes. | see, yes.
POLI CEMAN
My | ay-wal k.
MAN:
Well, there’s no | aw we have to be actors, right?
POLI CEMAN
O ajanitor.
MAN
O a cop.
POLI CEMAN
But there IS definitely a |law here that you can't just
j ay-wal k.
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MAN:
True, true. But they all exist: Actors, policenen,
janitors. Because they need to. Because sonebody’s
gotta do that; because their natures exist. So, it’s
a law for each one of us to do everything that we can
possibly do to -- well, to keep on doing it. | nean,
who knows? | might even have to end up as a cop
too!... (Silence) | mean, part-tinme. (Silence) You
know what | nean.

POLI CEMAN

(beat)

| hate my job.

MAN:
Vell ..

PCLI CEVAN
Hey, you know what? | don’'t want to give you this
ti cket anynore. You' re cool.

MAN:
Real | y? You're sure?

POLI CEMAN
Yeah. You re broke. You just noved here. You didn't
know. And now you know.

MAN:
| DEFINITELY know. Well, here: here s ny "Backstage"
magazi ne. Keep it!

POLI CEMAN
For ne?

MAN:
Yeah, for you. [It’s ny thanks.

PCLI CEVAN
But what about you?

MAN:
It’s okay. |’'Il just go back to the newsstand. |’1|
get anot her one. M treat.

POLI CEMAN
Thank you!

MAN:
Well, take care, officer
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POLI CEMAN
Good luck with your career, sir.
MAN:
You too, officer. Goodbye.
("MAN' crosses back in the direction from whence
he canme at the beginning of the Play. "PCOLI CEMAN'
yells after him)
POLI CEMAN
Wait! Sir! - Wait!!.... You can't jay-wal k!
Renmenber! . .
(SOUND of CAR BREAKES SCREECHI NG vi ol ently,
foll owed by the SOUND of a sickening THUD, as if a
car had hit sonmeone hard.)
POLI CEMAN:
Ch, ny God!
(Then, the "POLI CEMAN' | ooks at his "Backstage"
Magazi ne. ")
POLI CEMAN
Ch, well... It’s just what L.A needs... One less

cop!...

(And he nmotors, or rides, back in the direction of
the commotion...)



THE END

12.



