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A rap group at a G.BT community center. Five chairs are set
up in a circle. There is a clock on the wall that shows 8
P.M Geg, 40 years old, enters reading a letter as he enters
the room He adjusts the chairs. He sighs, rips up the letter
and sits. Four guys stunble into the room PHLIP, a fifty-
year old attorney. ERIC, a forty-year old witer/ teacher,
MKE, a fifty-five year old accountant, and JACK, a forty-
five year old speech therapist. They are nunbling under their
breat h. Audience can't hear what they are saying until GREG
speaks.

GREG
Hey guys. Let's start. | need to
| eave at 9:30. | have an early

interviewin the norning. And | have
a poetry reading in the evening .

ERI C
We have so nuch to tell the group

M KE
It's all about you Eric. You are
such a drama queen

JACK
W have our own news too.

GREG
Thank goodness we're nmaki ng sone
headway. You're supposed to be talking
about couple sex, and you've al
been so shy. W' ve been neeting once
week for the last nonth and you guys
are just chit-chatting. Let's try to
stay on topic and tal k about what's
bot heri ng you sexually with your

part ner.

PH LI P
| don't want to be forced to talk
about sex.

ERI C
That's why we're here. To tal k about
sex. Ugh!

PH LI P stands up fromhis chair.

PH LI P
l"mgoing to | eave. Stop projecting,
Eric. Qur sex life is private.

ERI C
VWhat sex life? We hardly do it any
nor e.



GREG
Hold on. This is a safe place. Let's
try to talk about what we're feeling
not what we think our partner is
t hi nki ng.

M KE
W didit twice last week. I'mlike
i n shock.

JACK

It was amazing. OMG it was so hot.
Very vanilla, but hot.

GREG
Do you feel like telling us nore
about it?

M KE

It was |ike the scene in the
Streisand's A Star is Born. W
squeezed into the bathtub and had
all these candl es burning.

PH LI P
Did Jack start singing Evergreen?

M KE
| f you call what he does singing.
After we towel ed each other off, we
got into bed. W spent a long-tine
ki ssing before doing the deed. Then
we did each other orally.

JACK
| can't remenber the last tine that
happened. It's the cl osest we've
conme to real sex. At least that's
what the definitionis when | go to
the UCLA nen's study. They want to
know i f sonmeone put their nouth on
nmy peni s and vice-a-versa.

PH LI P
Wy are you still going to the study?
You' ve been negative for ten years.
JACK
| get a free physical and they pay
me to go. Plus, | feel like I'm

hel pi ng research for the AIDS cure.

GREG
Anyt hi ng happen after the oral sex?



M KE

Well, | wanted us to cone at the
same time. | just feel funny talking
about it. | just kind of expect it

t o spont aneously happen.

JACK | ooks confused and hurt.

JACK
| had no idea. | thought you were
enj oyi ng yourself the way we've been
doing it.

M KE

But it's the sane old thing. Mitua
mast ur bati on. Not hi ng changes. We're
al wvays in bed. W never even change
r oons.

ERI C
That's why we have this rul e about
being able to kiss other guys but
not go any further.

JACK
How did you conme up with that?

ERI C
VWen we're at bars we get to flirt,
ki ss, fondle, whatever. As |long as
we don't take it any further, and we
haven't broken our rules. It really
keeps things interesting.

M KE
Way too scary. | wouldn't trust nyself
or Jack. It's a mnefield out there.
PH LI P
W' ve been together for twenty years.
We trust each other, | think.
ERI C

I wish you trusted nme to have anal
i ntercourse.

PH LI P
W' ve tal ked about that. | have
henmorrhoids. | don't enjoy it. Wuat's

t he big deal ?

ERI C
It would be nice to feel you inside
ne.



PH LI P
"' mway too unconfortable tal king
about this.

GREG
| thought you guys had sone news to
tell the group

ERI C
| got a full-tinme job at San D ego
State. | start next semester. Finally,
after all this tinme, a tenured
positi on showed up.

M KE
Are you going to nove? What about
your job, Philip? Can't an attorney
wor k anywher e?

PH LI P
| think Eric will rent a roomin
soneone's house. | have too many
clients here. | can't just pick up
and nove. | have a | ease on ny office.

JACK
Congrats. Thank goodness you never
had to nove to sonme god forsaken
small town. At least San Diego is
only a couple of hours from Los
Angel es.

M KE
| have news, too. M volleybal
teamis going to the Gay Ganes next
year. It wll be ny first tine
conpeti ng.

JACK
Yes, he plays volleyball four tines
a week. And no sex the night before
he plays. He says it takes too nuch
out of him

ERI C
You shoul d be glad he stays fit.

M KE
It's great for ny endorphins. Just
be glad we did it twice |ast week.

JACK
Just because there was no voll eybal
practice. Susan Mller said it was a
good tinme to be romantic.



GREG
Who's Susan M1l er?

JACK
M ke's astrologist. Don't get him
started with that B.S. | can't believe

a Jewi sh man believing in astrol ogy.
| should tell the rabbi.

GREG
We're off topic again and cross
talking. Let's stay wth sex.

PH LI P
You know, you never tell us anything
about yourself. We tell you all of
our dirt. What about you?

GREG
What do you want to know?

ERI C
Have you had a rel ationshi p? What do
you |ike to do sexual ly?

PH LIP, ERIC, JACK and MKE all start whistling and shouting
at GREG

GREG
I"'msorry but I'"'mreally not supposed
totell ny story. As a facilitator
it just wouldn't be appropriate.
can tell you it would be X-rated.
And | wll tell you one thing. He
had bad breath

ERI C
Everyone has bad breath soneti nes.
O course, | have no sense of snell
so it doesn't bother ne.

M KE
Yes, but it bothers ne. | see you

pretendi ng you can snell.
M KE blows into his hand and then lifts it up to his nose.

GREG
Oh shit. OK | mght as well tel
you sone of what's been going on. He
said it turned himoff. | stole the
excitenment of sex. My habit of not
shavi ng on the weekend killed his
sex drive



M KE
So, you nmade him nove out?

GREG
No, | tried to conpartnentalize what
happened. | kept telling nyself we
both | oved each other. But no matter
how many tines | talked to nyself, |
couldn't get over it. | couldn't
trust him If | wasn't enough to
hold his interest after ten years,
what would the future course hold
for us. And then he was gone. No
contact. None of that bullshit of
"oh, we can still remain friends'.
| kept |ooking for those trace
el ements of our |ove that were hiding
sonewhere. Maybe in those dark
crevices in the closet that d adys
our housekeeper, never dusted?

ERI C
Aren't we getting poetic? So, you
never heard from hi nf?

GREG
Not for the last six nonths. And |
haven't filed for divorce so we're
still married. But | |love living
alone. | can pretend not to mss
him | eat when | want. See the guilty
pl easure filnms and theater I want to
see. No heavy wei ght di scussions.
It's all good. Well, | mss the
cuddling in the norning. But | thought
| could get a dog, and |I'd have al
the unconditional love |I'd ever want.
And then yesterday | got an invite
to a gallery opening of his work.
K, that's enough about ne

JACK
You know, M ke doesn't live with ne.
That means |'monly with Mke on the
weekends

M KE
Wiy are you bringing that up. It has
nothing to do with sex.

JACK
| want you to stay at ny place at
| east once a week.



M KE
| thought you loved ny unit in West
Hol | ywood. It's too hard for ne to
stay at your condo. It feels like a
museum Everything in perfect order.
You can't tell that anyone |ives
t here.

ERI C
Uh oh, trouble in River City. Jack
sounds |i ke a control freak.

GREG
Hey guys. Renenber, keep it safe. W
want to hear your feelings not what
you think about the nmenbers in the
group. Unless they ask for an opinion.
You know t he rul es.

ERI C
Sorry. | know. Tal k about control
freaks. Philip is the master
mani pul ator. Expecting things to go
a certain way. He thinks by taking

care of ne that 1'll be in his debt.
That's partly why | took the teaching
position in San Diego. | want to

succeed on ny own w thout his clutches
steering me down a specific path

PHI LI P
| worry about you and about noney.
What if you got sick like ny ex,
Scott. Wien he was di agnosed with
pancreatic cancer, he died within a
f ew nont hs.

ERI C
|"mnot dying. Don't try to nold ne
into sonething, Philip. 1'd like to

take care of you for a change.

PH LI P noves fromhis chair and starts hugging ERIC. The
rest of the group starts cl apping.

GREG
You're going to nmake us all cry. It
seens |ike you guys are doing
everything to distract yourself from
tal ki ng about sex. That's what we're
here for. Stay focused.



LOCKI NG AT ERIC

PH LI P
Yeh, with your nove to San D ego our
sex life wll hit zero.

ERI C

But think about how exciting it wll
be when we get together on the
weekends. It'll be a reboot.

PHI LI P
Real | y? You're going to be fighting
the traffic from San Di ego on the
weekends. | can just see that.

ERI C
C nmon! You have your Mel ol agni a, you
know, getting turned on by nusic.
Yeah, it really is a thing. You jack
up the sound and get physically
excited by the voice, the beat, the
repetition. | know you masturbate,
but I can't take it when the vol une
i s blasting.

PH LI P
That's a secret. No one is supposed
to know about it.

ERI C
Ch, pl ease! Everyone has fetishes or
fantasies. R ght, guys?

GREG
Philip are you o.k. with this
conversation? What ever happens in
here is confidential, but I want you
to feel confortable. Not like we're
gangi ng up on you.

PH LI P
| ' menbarrassed about it. | told
Eric in confidence. | feel like |'ve
been betrayed.

ERI C
| don't want you to feel ashanmed. No
one cares. They still |ove you.

JACK

He's right. It makes you speci al .

Not some boring fantasy |ike feet,

westling or stuff like that. It's
( MORE)



JACK ( CONT' D)
fascinating. |'ve never heard about
soneone into that sort of fetish.
You know speaki ng of masturbati on.
We haven't really tal ked about that.
How many tines do you do it? 1've
caught M ke doing it. At first |
was kinda's hurt . That he woul d
rather play with hinself than have
sex. But then | figured, why not?
It allows me to do the sane thing.

GREG
| think we're out of tinme, but that's
a good suggestion, Jack. W'Ill devote

our next session to jacking off.

After everyone | eaves, GREG stays behind and addresses the
audi ence.

GREG ( CONT' D)
| wanted so nuch to share ny feelings
with the group even if it wasn't
professional. Al the tal k about sex
was affecting nme. I'mstill recovering
fromyesterday when | went to Tims
gal |l ery opening. Wien | wal ked into
the gallery, | couldn't find ny
husband. | don't know why | keep
calling himny husband since he left
me. Usually, the painter is there
greeting the visitors and then | saw
him Ti mwas dressed in wonen's
clothing and, | couldn't help it, |
gasped out loud. It was like Tim
had died and, in his place, there
was a woman. | ran out of the gallery
trying to catch nmy breath. | |eaned
over and al nost vomt ed.



GREG ( CONT' D)
Processi ng what had happened. This
man who |'ve been married to for ten
years was no nore. | wondered about
the sex we'd been having. Was it as
a woman or as a man? And this letter
he left for nme made ne think about
how i mmature he really was. He told
me that he was afraid to explain
about being a cross dresser. That
he wasn't transsexual. Just that he
i ked dressing in wonen's cl ot hes.
That it nade himfeel confortable.
To not even talk to nme face to face,
and then to just shock ne |ike that.
Wt hout any warning. And, of course,,
| " m di sappointed in nyself for not
realizing what was going on. This
makes nme realize that | need ny own
t herapi st. Maybe what |'ve | earned
is that everything doesn't revol ve
around sex. That the |ack of
communi cati on about sex isn't the be
all and end all. There can be nore
i nportant things we keep hidden.

10.



